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ary, 1898. Other local diseases were increased to a less degree, con- 
sumption likewise, deaths attributed to old age were double in number 
those of January last, and from unclassified causes there were 400 more. 
There was no change in the reported mortality from cancer, violence, 
and puerperal diseases. The increase has been chiefly in pneumonia 
and acute bronchitis (which caused 23 per cent of the total deaths), in 
diseases of the nervous system and to a less degree in other local dis- 
eases, and those enfeebled by age or by ill- defined conditions. The most 
of this increase is due to the prevailing epidemic of la grippe, from 
which directly many deaths have been reported, but the majority have 
been returned as from the causes noted as increased, and chiefly acute 
respiratory diseases and enfeebled conditions. It was estimated that 
la grippe caused 1,800 deaths in December ; this month it is estimated 
that it has increased the mortality by 3,000, this number having been 
either directly caused or hastened by it, or nearly 25 per cent of the 
total mortality of the month. The fatality was relatively greatest in 
the rural parts of the State, the city of New York, with half the entire 
population, having but 600 of the 2,800 increased mortality over last 
January, and 300 of the 700 increase from acute respiratory diseases ; 
rural towns, reporting 3,200 deaths, showed an increase of 1,200, and 
acute respiratory diseases, old age, and unclassified diseases had double 
the mortality of last January. The common epidemic diseases caused 
but 7 per cent of the total mortality of the month ; there was a moderate 
increase from December in cerebro- spinal meningitis, whooping cough, 
and diarrheal diseases, some of the latter originating as la grippe, and 
decrease in typhoid fever, and malaria. There was 1 death from small- 
pox in New York City ; the cases at Rochester and vicinity have nearly 
recovered ; in Genesee County snjallpox continues at Le Eoy, and cases 
have recently developed in the town of Darien, and in the adjoining 
county of Erie there is a case at Tonawanda, the origin being not yet 
ascertained ; there is also a case at New Hartford, Oneida County, com- 
ing from Nebraska. The month's average temperature was about the 
normal, with extreme ranges from 52° to 14°; more clear days than 
usual, low, relative humidity, high barometer, and precipitation slightly 
deficient, winds variable and high. 

Ohio — Columbus. — Month of January, 1899. Estimated population, 
140,000. Total number of deaths, 154, including diphtheria, 1 ; enteric 
fever, 11; la grippe, 24, and 27 from phthisis pulmonalis. 
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aEstimated population, 65,165— white, 28,870; colored, 36,295. 6 White, 14; colored, 18. 
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a Estimated. 



